
 Program of Courses
Semester Two: August to December 2025

Smiling faces of just some of our members and wonderful course leaders 
at our recent Annual General Meeting.

The third age of life comes after youth, work and home making. It is the age of active retirement or semi-
retirement.  University in this context means a group of people, sharing knowledge and skills.

Founded in 2012, U3A Margaret River is a member of a voluntary, non-profit, international movement that  
promotes and practices life-long learning. We offer low cost opportunities to learn new skills or acquire new  

knowledge in a relaxed and informal environment.  No prior educational or age qualifications are required and  
there are no tests or examinations
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

This brochure is being released shortly before enrolments open on-line as well as in person at 
the HEART on Monday the 28th of July, following the regular young@HEART performance.

Following an almost fully subscribed first semester (some venues had to be changed to meet the 
demand), U3A Margaret River is delighted to present our second semester program for 2025.  The 
program has been ably compiled, again, by program coordinator Jeff Gresham (with assistance from 
Jenny Bunbury, Julie Dignon, Peter Lane and yours truly). The twenty four courses cover a variety of 
subjects and include several new courses. 

Dr. Charlie Greenfield, with contributions from Michelle Theunissen and Bill Castleden, will present a 
four session course on the interplay between art, medicine and science that should both intrigue and 
enlighten.  

Elissa Kierath, a practicing physiotherapist, will run a Tai Chi for Balance course.  Elissa says that Tai 
Chi is rated as one of the best interventions for fall prevention for people as they get older. It not only 
challenges your balance, but challenges your mind, memory and co-ordination. If you have ever 
wanted to give Tai Chi a go, this will teach you some of the basic forms of Sun style Tai Chi. Elissa  
says she is passionate about promoting healthy aging through exercise.

Another new course will be led by Eamonn McCabe who will instruct us in the art of Playing Bridge. 
Eamon says that these lessons are suitable for complete beginners as well as those who want to 
refresh their basic knowledge and that you will learn how to play the game and acquire the knowledge 
and skills to bid and play the cards. 

Bill Bunbury will present two new courses. The first, a three session course, will cover the history of the 
Australian and the British Broadcasting Corporations from their earliest beginnings in the 1920s to the 
present day. Bill’s second course will consider the lives of four famous classical composers, Vivaldi, 
Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven, and how they succeeded despite the adversities they faced.

And there will be bird watching with Christine Wilder who has lived in Margaret for more than 25 years.  
She asks if you have ever wondered what birds you see from your armchair or when out walking in  
your local bushland? Whether you are interested to meet with other like-minded bird enthusiasts? Or 
you wish to get involved in citizen science projects? Whatever your interest, this short course will  
enhance your knowledge of our local bush birds. Christine will take you out into the bush close to town 
to listen to and recognise some of those mysterious calls during this three session course.

Many more courses are planned that include cooking, language, literature appreciation and gardening 
as well as popular courses such as the Flora of Margaret River with Jane Scott; and Politics, Sex and 
Religion with an interesting format of two parallel five session courses each with 2 course leaders, 
Ross Goulden and Margie Moir, Alan Moore-Fiander and Barbara Maidment.  

Many thanks to all our course leaders, some of whom will even host their course in their own homes. 
U3A Margaret River is one of the largest U3A chapters in Western Australia and all courses are run by 
presenters who generously volunteer their time and skills, sharing a special interest and/or what is 
often a lifetime of experience in a profession. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the members of our U3A Committee who do a wonderful job of 
arranging and managing these courses which are much appreciated by the community of Margaret 
River and surrounding districts.

Ross Goulden

July 2025
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U3A MARGARET RIVER 
MEMBERSHIP  & 
COURSE ENROLMENT

The courses listed in this booklet were emailed to U3A members on Monday July 21, 2025 and are also 
available online to the public. To enrol in a course, you must be registered as a member of U3A Margaret 
River.  Membership Subscription for the half year is $25. Each course enrolment is $10 or $15.

You may enrol in person on 
Monday July 28 between 11:30am and 2.00pm

 In the Foyer of the HEART, Wallcliffe Road 

In person membership and course fees can be paid
 in cash, by cheque or by credit card at the HEART. 

You may enrol on-line using your computer, tablet or smartphone at 
https://u3amr.org.au/members/ at any time from 11:30 am on July 28

If already a member, click on the LOGIN BOX and use your member number and password.

If you cannot remember your number, log in with your email address. Your password will normally be  
your surname (lower case) followed, only if your name is less than 5 characters, with xx’s (to reach 5  

characters). If you have forgotten your password, the system will tell you how to retrieve it.

If not already a member, click on the JOIN BOX and fill out the membership form online.

Once logged in: Enrol in courses by clicking on COURSES tab, selecting and adding to cart. 
Your annual membership will be automatically included if needed.

Once you have joined and/or selected courses go to the CHECKOUT tab for payment options 
and instructions. Please do not pay for waitlisted courses.

Our bank details are: BSB 086-798   A/C 140224516

If you need assistance to renew your subscription and/or enrol in a course but are unable to attend the enrolment day: 
1. Please call Rob Giles on 0419 905 286 or Alan Moore-Fiander on 0429 377 090 and they will assist you. Please  

leave a return phone number if no one is available to take your call.
2. For course enquiries, you can also email rob.giles100@bigpond.com or treasurer@u3amr.org.au and include your 

name and membership number (if known) together with the title of the course(s) in which you wish to enrol. A reply 
email will be sent to you as soon as possible.

3. For membership enquiries, if you have email, please email treasurer@u3amr.org.au 
4. If you do not have an email address, you can post your membership enquiry and/or enrolment request to PO Box 

1059, Margaret River 6285.

Please note: All members of U3A Margaret River who have online access can look up their personal information, view 
course  information,  and  check  the  courses  in  which  they  are  enrolled,  at  any  time  by  logging  in  at  
http://u3amr.org.au/members/ as per above.    Please try and use this system rather than asking Rob or Alan or the  
course leader for information. It will all be there, including the dates and times of the courses. If you would like help in  
accessing this system, come to the enrolment day or contact us by one of the methods indicated above.

http://u3amr.org.au/members/
mailto:treasurer@u3amr.org.au
mailto:treasurer@u3amr.org.au
mailto:rob.giles100@bigpond.com
https://u3amr.org.au/members/
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Arts & Crafts

Introduction to Watercolour Painting
Dates: 15/08/2025 - 12/09/2025 Weekly,  Fri 9:30 - 12:30

Location: Wash House, MRCC, 

33 Tunbridge St, Margaret 
River

Leader: Margaret Affleck

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 4 - Maximum 8

This course will explain and demonstrate the various techniques used in this amazing medium. Each class will have 
you painting a different subject. Suitable for beginners or those who wish to renew their skills. 

Please note there is  no session on August  29.  Course participants will  be advised of  required materials  after  
enrolment. 

Drawing and Painting with Mixed Media
Dates: 01/10/2025 - 22/10/2025 Weekly,  Wed 10:00 - 12:00

Location: Jenny Sanderson, 
Heron Drive, Margaret River

Leader: Jenny Sanderson

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 4 - Maximum 10

We will spend time understanding and working with the art of Gold/Silver/Bronze leafing to enhance an image 
(created by you).  Also, addressing the idea of ‘letting go’ and allowing the beauty of the unknown to emerge … we 
will have a play with Encaustic Wax!

Course Participants need to supply their own materials or else pay Jenny $15 cash towards items supplied by her.

Going Potty with Bill
Dates: 02/10/2025 - 23/10/2025 Weekly,  Thu 9:30 - 12:30

Location: Wilyabrup Dreaming, 
Wilyabrup Rd, Wilyabrup

Leader: Bill Meiklejohn

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 4 - Maximum 4

Ever wanted to try your hand at pottery? This course will introduce you to using a wheel and the basics of hand building. 
Make your own coffee cup and learn a bit about glazing and firing. Bill is only able to offer these four sessions for four 
people so enrol quickly!.

There will be an additional amount of $20 payable in cash to Bill at the first session to cover costs of clay and other  
materials that you will use.

Fun with Glass
Dates: 06/10/2025 - 27/10/2025 Weekly,  Mon 9:30 - 11:30

Location: Wash House, MRCC, 
33 Tunbridge St, Margaret River

Leader: Dawn Klok

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 4 - Maximum 6

Following on from her popular lead glass windows courses, Dawn is offering a course making simple and colourful 
objects using glass and copper foil, such as decorative hangings or maybe a jewellery box.

To cover cost of materials there will be a charge of $5 in cash for each session from each person for solder flux, glass 
and copper foil (and possibly some lead and copper wire for hanging).
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Participants will also need some sketch paper and a marker pen for design and a glass cutter (available from hardware 
stores).

Cooking, Shopping & Choosing Food

Cooking for Men
Date: 24/09/2025 Half Day,  Wed 9:45 - 13:00

Location: Julie's Place, 
Cidergum Loop, Margaret River

Leader: Julie Kinney

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 6 - Maximum 9

Following Julie’s popular class last semester she is offering “A morning of conviviality to learn some inspirational and 
easy cooking methods followed by a long table lunch of the results.”

Course participants to pay Julie $20 cash to cover cost of food provided

Traditional Polish Pierogi Making
Date: 07/11/2025 Half Day,  Fri 10:00 - 13:00

Location: Gita's Home, 

Muscat Close, Cowaramup

Leader: Iwona Korzeniewski

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 4 - Maximum 8

An opportunity to learn how to make very traditional Polish ‘dumplings’ that are part of Polish culture and are so loved 
by many visitors to Poland and wherever Polish babcias are found.  Simple but time consuming, which adds to the  
appreciation of their consumption. Iwona will take you through the process (from first principles, of course) and you will 
share the fruits of your labour at the end of the class. For your enlightenment, Iwona will also present a ‘brief history of 
Polish Pierogi’, from St Hyacinth in 1238 to the present day.  

Several rolling pins will be required, so course participants are encouraged to bring one if they have one.  

To cover the cost of ingredients, $15 cash will be required on the day. 

Foreign Languages

Italian for Beginners
Dates: 10/11/2025 - 08/12/2025 Weekly,  Mon 12:30 - 14:00

Location: Main Meeting Rm, MRCC, 
33 Tunbridge St, Margaret River

Leader: Elisa Derossi

Fee: $15.00 Minimum 6 - Maximum 12

BUONGIORNO!! Ready to embark on a language adventure? Dive into the charm of Italian with my beginner-friendly 
course. Whether you dream of Italian vacations, want to connect with your heritage, or just love the sound of the  
language, this five-lesson course is  your perfect  choice.  Learn the basics,  master common greetings,  navigate 
everyday conversations, uncover Italian quirks and even learn and share a few authentic recipes.  Join me for a fun 
journey that's simple, engaging and full of "Ciao Bella" moments! A presto! Elisa.
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Current Affairs & Society

Politics, Sex and Religion-Group A
Dates: 25/09/2025 - 20/11/2025 Fortnightly,  Thu 14:00 - 16:00

Location: Anglican Church Hall, 
11 Station Rd, Margaret River

Leaders: Ross Goulden

Margie Moir

Fee: $15.00 Minimum 6 - Maximum 12

As per last semester we will have two discussion groups. Group A course leaders, Ross and Margie will facilitate  
interesting and informative discussions on current topical, and at times controversial, subjects. As before this will take 
the form of a freewheeling debate amongst all present. For each session a subject or subjects will be proposed, and 
members of the group will be encouraged (but not required) to do their research and come along armed with their  
ideas, questions, and opinions.

Put aside the adage that one doesn’t discuss, politics, religion or sex in polite society, and be prepared discuss almost 
anything; make your choice to join Ross and Margie’s sessions which will be held fortnightly starting on September 25.

Politics, Sex and Religion-Group B
Dates: 02/10/2025 - 27/11/2025 Fortnightly,  Thu 14:00 - 16:00

Location: Anglican Church Hall, 
11 Station Rd, Margaret River

Leaders: Alan Moore-Fiander

Barb Maidment

Fee: $15.00 Minimum 6 - Maximum 12

As per last semester we will have two discussion groups. Group B course leaders, Alan and Barbara will facilitate 
interesting and informative discussions on current topical, and at times controversial, subjects. As before this will take 
the form of a freewheeling debate amongst all present. For each session a subject or subjects will be proposed, and 
members of the group will be encouraged (but not required) to do their research and come along armed with their  
ideas, questions, and opinions. 

Put aside the adage that one doesn’t discuss, politics, religion or sex in polite society, and be prepared discuss almost 
anything; make your choice to join Alan and Barbara’s sessions which will be held fortnightly starting on October 2. 

Games

Bridge for Beginners
Dates: 02/09/2025 - 21/10/2025 Weekly,  Tue 9:30 – 11:30

Location: Margaret River District 
Club, Tunbridge St, Margaret River

Leader: Eamonn McCabe

Fee: $15.00 Minimum 8 - Maximum 16

These lessons are suitable for complete beginners as well as those who want to refresh their basic knowledge. You will 
learn how to play the game and be provided with the knowledge and skills to bid and to play the cards. Each week, you 
will build on your knowledge from previous weeks and will learn the basics of the Standard American Bidding System. 
At the conclusion of the course, you will be ready to play either among friends or in supervised sessions at a local  
bridge club.

The course will follow the Joan Butt Absolute Beginner workbook. Each student will be required to purchase a copy of 
the workbook ($25) which is available online at (https://shop.joanbuttsbridge.com/products/play-bridge-a-workbook-
for-the-absolute-beginner ) .

https://shop.joanbuttsbridge.com/products/play-bridge-a-workbook-for-the-absolute-beginner
https://shop.joanbuttsbridge.com/products/play-bridge-a-workbook-for-the-absolute-beginner
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Environment & Nature

Let's Go Birding in Margaret River
Dates: 04/09/2025 - 18/09/2025 Weekly,  Thu 9:00 - 11:00

Locations: To be advised Leader: Christine Wilder

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 6 - Maximum 14

Ever wondered what birds you are seeing from your armchair or when out walking in your local bushland? Would you 
like to meet with other like-minded bird enthusiasts? Maybe you are interested in getting involved in citizen science 
projects? Whatever your interest, this short course will enhance your knowledge of our local bush birds. We’ll get out  
into the bush close to town to listen to and recognise some of those mysterious calls. Join Christine Wilder to explore 
the exciting world of birds. Christine has lived in the Margaret River region for more than 25 years and formed the local 
bird group in 2005.  Binoculars can be provided if you don’t have any.

Localities to be visited: Nguraren Kalleep Reserve, Yalgardup Creek north and Yalgardup Creek south. Christine will 
provide further details of locations to enrolees.

Please bring a bottle of water and note that wearing clothing and footwear suitable for bushwalking is important for your  
safety.  Participants will be asked to sign a declaration of fitness and a liability indemnity waiver. 

The Evolution of WA's Far South West
Dates: 26/09/2025 - 03/10/2025 2 Weeks,  Fri 10:00 - 12:00

Location: Fair Harvest 
Permaculture, 426 Carters Rd, 
Margaret River

Leader: Pete Lane

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 6 - Maximum 12

The far south-west of our state is located within one of just two of Australia’s “Global Biodiversity Hotspots.” In the first 
session a power-point presentation by Peter will explain how geological and climatic events, both here and around the 
globe, have interacted to model this region’s landforms, biodiversity and climate.

Session 2 is a field trip to Augusta and will be held where a range of geological features that assist in telling the story 
can be readily viewed. Details of the field trip will be advised at Session 1. 

The field trip involves short, relatively easy walks. Nevertheless, participants will be required to sign a liability indemnity 
waiver.

Flora of the Margaret River
Dates: 09/10/2025 - 
23/10/2025

3 Weeks,  Thu 9:30 - 12:30

Locations: To be advised Leader: Jane Scott

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 6 - Maximum 14

This year the Margaret River Flora Course is a shortened version of the course Jane has led before, with just 3 weekly 
sessions. We will, however, still cover the wide range of vegetation types found along our beautiful Margaret River,  
from the sea to the inland forests along its upper reaches. Participants will need their own transport, but car-pooling can 
be organised. As the first session will be near town (Prevelly), this can be done then. Jane will provide maps and 
directions for the meeting place each week. 

Walkers need to come dressed for the weather, with sturdy footwear, a hat, drinking water, sunscreen, and a snack.  
Jane will have a basic first-aid kit, nevertheless participants will be asked to sign a declaration of fitness and a liability  
indemnity waiver.  
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Gardening

Climate Change: Challenges for Gardeners
Dates: 06/08/2025 - 03/09/2025 Weekly,  Wed 10:30 - 12:30

Location: Anglican Church Hall, 
11 Station Rd, Margaret River

Leader: Ross Bunney

Fee: $15.00 Minimum 8 - Maximum 14

Session 1: Interview with Bill Bunbury covering the reality of climate change and how fruit trees, in particular, are 
affected by the declining rainfall in the Capes Region. Ross will discuss how we, as individual gardeners, can cope with 
a changed environment.  

Session 2: Watering and the protection of plants from UV, especially green vegetables. Positioning of raised garden 
beds. 

Session 3: The do’s and don’ts of composting: essentials, positioning, and best products to use. 

Session 4: Growing household veggies and herbs 

Session 5: Roses and fruit trees: pruning, fertilising, watering, and protection from the elements.

A Day of Gardens
Date: 05/11/2025 1 Day Course,  Wed 9:30 - 16:00

Location: To be advised Leader: Julie Kinney

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 10 - Maximum 20

Having designed and led garden tours across many countries, Julie has travelled to and visited many historic and 
iconic gardens, as well as the more cutting edge. Julie will spend the day with you in our own region taking in a number 
of private gardens, by car. 

You will need to bring a packed lunch.  Self drive and carpooling; course enrolees will meet in the car park behind the 
HEART/Shire Offices.

Literature & Drama

Poetry in our Lives
Dates: 08/09/2025 - 06/10/2025 Weekly,  Mon 11:00 - 12:15

Location: Small Meeting Rm, MRCC, 
33 Tunbridge St, Margaret River

Leader: Bryan Timmons

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 6 - Maximum 10

Each week, course participants will read and share a poem chosen by Bryan. They will then discuss the poem as a  
group, with each participant encouraged to contribute.  The poems chosen will probably be known to most participants 
and will be used as a focus for discussion; exploring how poetry speaks to us as an art form and how it connects us with 
our emotions and our culture.

Note there will be no session on September 29.
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Health & Wellbeing

Art, Medicine, Atoms and Stories
Dates: 07/08/2025 - 04/09/2025 Weekly,  Thu 14:00 - 16:00

Location: Large Meeting Rm, MR Men’s 
Shed, 5 Shepherdson Place, Margaret River

Leader: Charlie Greenfield

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 20 - Maximum 50

Lecture 1: Michele Theunissen and Bill Castleden - Art, Medicine and the Body explores the different perspectives that 
artists have on their bodies as distinct from the way in which medicine examines the body. Emotion is left out of medical 
thinking, whereas literature and art thrive in the realm of emotions and feelings. Is this at odds with science? Science is 
seen as detached from emotion. How do they co-exist? 

Lecture 2: Charlie Greenfield and Bill Castleden - Some important developments in the history of medicine from William 
Harvey in the 17th century; and the development of vaccination in 18th century; to the recent work of Barry Marshall 
and Robin Warren - Nobel prize winners from WA. It will include dissection of the heart so we can see the exquisite 
beauty of the coronary arteries and heart valves, and a bonus microscopic examination of human blood

Lecture 3: Charlie Greenfield - Some of the fundamentals of scientific theory, from the time of Galileo in the 17th  
century; Courvoisier in the 18th century; Heisenberg in the 20th century and the idea of uncertainty; and the discovery 
of the genetic code which generated the most beautiful photo some believe has ever been taken. 

Lecture 4: Charlie Greenfield - Can science be trusted? What have been the great frauds in science? Can stories give 
us another perspective of the world? 

Note: There is no session on August 21

Tai Chi for Balance
Dates: 11/09/2025 - 25/09/2025 Weekly,  Thu 14:00 - 15:00

Location: Large Meeting Rm, MR Men’s 
Shed, 5 Shepherdson Place, Margaret 
River

Leader: Ellissa Kierath

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 8 - Maximum 16

Tai Chi is rated as one of the best interventions for fall prevention for people as they get older. It not only challenges 
your balance, but challenges your mind, memory and co-ordination. If you have ever wanted to give Tai Chi a go, this 
will teach you some of the basic forms of Sun style Tai Chi. These classes are led by a practicing physiotherapist who is 
passionate about promoting healthy ageing through exercise. 

Please note that participants will be asked to sign a declaration of fitness and a liability indemnity waiver.

Stretch and Relax
Dates: 14/10/2025 - 11/11/2025 Weekly,  Tue 8:30 - 9:30

Location: Club Room, Lifestyle Village, 
410 Bussell Highway, Margaret River

Leader: Michelle Burman

Fee: $15.00 Minimum 3 - Maximum 6

Michelle will take you through a series of moderate exercises that improve posture, mobility, and wellbeing. These 
exercises are a great start to the day and keep you mentally alert and physically flexible.

Some equipment will be provided, however, for hygienic reasons please bring own yoga mat, yoga brick, weights &  
hand towel. Please note that participants will be asked to sign a declaration of fitness and a liability indemnity waiver. 
Homemade morning tea and barista coffee provided for $3.00. 
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Thriving in the Third Age: Spirit, Mind and Body
Dates: 06/10/2025 - 03/11/2025  Weekly,  Mon 14:00 - 15:30

Location: Large Meeting Rm, MR Men’s Shed,

5 Shepherdson Place, Margaret River

Leader: Peter Durey

Fee: $15.00 Minimum 20 - Maximum 50

Session 1. Lama Sonam - Aspiration for Meaning and Achieving Refuge: Lama Sonam, a local from Margaret 
River, is the presiding teacher at Tig-Le House. There, he shares community-based mindfulness, meditation, and 
Buddhist teachings for the benefit of social health, personal well-being, and support for compassion and Refuge. In his 
session, Sonam will share insights into the concept of Refuge and explain how it is supported through practical, 
everyday applications of traditional mindfulness practices. 

Session 2. Dr Peter Durey – Reflecting and Acting on our Mental Wellbeing: Are we fully content in ourselves and 
in our connections with others, our resilience and our preparedness for the future. Do we want to make changes, but… 
This talk is about debunking some myths, understanding processes in our minds, and giving information to help and 
motivate us to change - to maximise connections, joy and purpose. And all in one hour! There will be time for questions. 

Session 3. Dr Tom Verghese - Conscious Ageing: Carl Jung wrote “One cannot live the afternoon of life according to 
the program of life’s morning, for what was great in the morning will be of little importance in the evening and what in the 
morning was true, at evening will have become a lie”. If this is true, then how does one navigate the inevitable changes 
that come with ageing? How do we raise our awareness as we transition through the different stages of life?  This 
interactive session will share ideas and insights on how to age with more consciousness.

Session 4. Jos Morrish - Strength, Balance and Mobility: How does my body navigate the world? Jos is a practicing 
physiotherapist with a special interest in balance/neurological issues and healthy ageing.  Currently an average runner, 
occasional swimmer and recreational cyclist with a resigned attitude to the gym she is a keen proponent of an active 
lifestyle with a strong focus on meaningful activity and meeting clients where they are at. How do our bodies and minds 
respond to the stresses and challenges of everyday life? Throughout our lives our bodies interact with the environment 
and this in turn shapes them.  Exercise and activity are vital to the functioning of the body and brain. The ability to adapt 
and improve remains with us throughout our lifespan but activity needs to be meaningful for us to engage in the long 
term. This talk looks at the processes our body uses to improve strength, balance and mobility and the ways in which 
we can harness them. 

Session 5. Natalie Woodman - Gut Health: Worried about memory loss, low energy, aches and pains, poor sleep, 
stubborn weight, or digestive troubles creeping in with age? You’re not alone — but here’s what most people don’t 
know… In this eye-opening and practical talk, Nutritional Medicine and Gut Health Practitioner, Natalie Woodman will 
take you inside the fascinating world of your gut — home to trillions of microbes that directly influence your brain,  
bones, immune system, hormones, mood, metabolism, and more. You’ll learn: 

 Why your gut health declines as you age — and how to turn it around.  
 The surprising link between gut microbes and memory, inflammation, and chronic disease 
 Simple daily habits that actually work to support your gut for healthy aging 
 How to reduce your risk of age-related decline — starting today.  

This isn’t just a talk. It’s your call to action. You’ll walk away empowered, inspired, and ready to take your health into 
your own hands — one gut-friendly step at a time.

Walking Margaret River
Dates: 28/10/2025 - 02/12/2025 Weekly,  Tue 9:00 - 10:30

Locations: To be advised Leader: Gayle Bennett

Fee: $15.00 Minimum 10 - Maximum 30

We live in one of the most beautiful parts of the world, so why not come and join fellow U3A members in exploring six 
different tracks around our town? Walks will take approximately one hour – around 3 or 4 km in length. At the end of the 
walk, you can also enjoy a cup of coffee in company. This is a great course to get to know fellow U3A members and 
develop new friendships.

Please remember to bring some water and note that wearing clothing and footwear suitable for bushwalking is  
important for your safety.  Participants will be asked to sign a declaration of fitness and a liability indemnity waiver. 
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History

All In the Family
Dates: 25/08/2025 - 06/10/2025 Weekly,  Mon 13:30 - 15:30

Location: Small Meeting Rm, 
MRCC, 33 Tunbridge St, Margaret 
River

Leader: Jane Vanderstoel

Fee: $15.00 Minimum 4 - Maximum 8

A six-week course helping you to explore your family history. Ever watch “Who Do You Think You Are?’ and wonder  
how they do it? A great opportunity to see if the heroic or horrifying stories told in your family have any truth? Think you 
are related to Queen Victoria or to the footman in Buckingham Palace? Will you find a convict or soldier, gold-digger or 
storekeeper? Come along and find out how to explore and maybe solve your family mysteries.  We will look at  
resources in Western Australia, other Australian states and overseas. The six sessions will cover: 

1. Getting started with what you know, pedigree charts and family group sheets. 
2. Researching births, deaths and marriages; online resources. 
3. Social history: Immigration, convicts, electoral and census records.  
4. More social history: land records, mining records, occupations, prison and welfare records. 
5. Ideas for when you hit a dead end in your research and breaking down ‘brick walls’.  
6. DNA: the new frontier.  
Most sessions will include some homework tasks to build your research knowledge and family tree.

As most family history resources are online you will need access to a computer (or tablet/iPad) and home internet.  
There will be no session on September 29th.

The BBC & the ABC: National Broadcasters
Dates: 05/09/2025 - 26/09/2025 3 Weeks,  Fri 14:00 - 16:00

Location: Large Meeting Rm, MR Men’s 
Shed, 5 Shepherdson Place, Margaret River

Leader: Bill Bunbury

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 20 - Maximum 50

As a former radio broadcaster for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation and an accomplished historian and writer 
Bill has received both national and international awards for his radio documentaries.  He is ideally placed to lend 
interest  and  fascination  to  these  talks  on  the  evolution  of  two  of  the  world’s  most  respected  public  sector 
broadcasters.  

 The first talk will describe the evolution of broadcasting by both the BBC and the ABC from the early 1920's to the 
end of World War II in 1945. 

 The second session will cover BBC post war recovery and the evolution of both radio and television services to the 
present day. 

 Session three will cover the further evolution of ABC radio and television from 1945 to 2005. 4

Note: There will be no session on September 19.

Composers Despite……………
Dates: 14/11/2025 – 21/11/2025 2 Weeks,  Fri 10:30 - 12:00

Location: Margaret River District Club, 
Tunbridge St, Margaret River

Leader: Bill Bunbury

Fee: $10.00 Minimum 10 - Maximum 35

Over two sessions Bill will look at the lives of four composers who were responsible for some of the best music ever 
written; but at the same time, they all had to deal with many setbacks including poor health, financial difficulties, 
competition and rivalry and sometimes public rejection of their compositions.

Session One: Vivaldi and Haydn; Session Two:  Mozart and Beethoven 


